Changes and challenges in rural graduate medical education: the Family Medicine Spokane Rural Training Track experience in Colville, Wash.
Rural community-based graduate medical education programs in family practice are considered wise investments in America's future because they generate highly trained physicians who typically settle and practice in rural communities. In recent years, however, federal funding cutbacks and revised accreditation requirements have threatened the viability of these programs. In Colville, Wash., Mount Carmel Hospital has responded by agreeing to continue its collaboration with the Northeast Washington Medical Group to fully fund the cost of the Family Medicine Spokane Rural Training Track family practice residency program.